Joint Aerial Refueling 


The front cover of your Sep-Oct 93 
issue had an Air Force HC-130 refuel- 
ing Marine Corps RH-53Ds. Being a 
Marine KC-130 pilot, | took offense to 
the usage of an Air Force aircraft in a 
Naval Aviation publication - especially 
when there are six Marine Corps KC- 
130 squadrons whose primary mission 
is aerial refueling. Also, my squadron, 
VMGR-152, has in the past two years 
received the CNO Safety Award, the 
National Defense Transportation Asso- 
ciation Award, and the Commandant'’s 
Aviation Efficiency Trophy f-~ the sec- 
ond consecutive year. 

| am disappointed that the effort and 
hard work of my Marines is upstaged 
and unrecognized in a publication that 
is distributed throughout this squadron. 


Capt. William J. Becker 
VMGR-152 Unit 37220 
FPO AP 96603-7220 


Ed’s note: | appreciate your feelings. How- 
ever, under proposed downsizing plans and 
the redefinition of the Navy’s air power role - 
as outlined in the new naval strategy “...From 
the Sea” - economies will accrue in joint op- 
erations and procurement, the wave of the fu- 
ture. The AFX and JPATS are joint with the Air 
Force, and the Navy has drafted a joint re- 
quirement with the Air Force for the next-gen- 
eration Sidewinder, the AIM-9X. Regarding 
recognition of your squadron, your CNO 
Safety Award appeared in Sep-Oct 93, p. 31, 
and the Commandant'’s Aviation Efficiency 
Trophy in Jan-Feb 93, p. 36. Additionally, in 
the aforementioned cover photo, “your Ma- 
rines” are well represented by three H-53 heli- 
copters. Like all publications, we are only as 
good as our sources. We did not receive notifi- 
cation from your squadron on the Defense 
Transportation Association Award. We 
strongly encourage input from all squadron 
public affairs offices. 


R60-1 Constitution 

As a young boy not quite five years 
old, | had the good fortune to see my 
first air show at Logan Airport in Bos- 
ton, Mass., during June 1949. There, | 
saw a giant airplane, the R60-1 Consti- 
tution, along with a section of midship- 
man on the first air cruise of the Naval 
Academy. 

Now, as a free-lance aviation re- 
search writer, | am attempting to trace 
down the operational life of two Lock- 
heed transports (BuNos 85163 and 
85164) that the Naval Air Transport 
Service flew during the late forties and 
early fifties until their retirement. | re- 


ceived information from the Naval 
Academy showing the cities of the sec- 
ond air cruise of 1949. | wish to know 
more about other air cruises and infor- 
mation on transpac flights to Hawaii. 
When completed, the article will be 
published in the Journal of the Ameri- 
can Aviation Historical Society. 


Frank Powers 
P.O. Box 5253 
Augusta, ME 04332-5253 


Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 


| wish to correct a mistake in “VC-6 
Launches UAV from LPD,” (NANews, 
Jul-Aug 93, p. 5). The article incor- 
rectly states that VC-6, Det 2, made 
history on 26 Apr 93 with the first 
launch of a Pioneer UAV from an am- 
phibious vessel. As XO of the Marine 
Corps’ ist Remotely Piloted Vehicle 
(RPV) Company from 1987 to 1991, 
we accomplished Pioneer UAV 
launches from amphibious vessels on 
three occasions prior to that date: 1 
Feb 89, RATO (rocket-assisted take- 
off)-launched a Pioneer from Ogden 
(LPD 5) during Kernel Blitz 89; 13 Sep 
89, RATO-launched a Pioneer from 
New Orleans (LPH 11); 19 May 90, 
RATO-launched a Pioneer from Mount 
Vernon (LSD 39) and recovered 
aboard Tarawa (LHA 1) during RIM- 
PAC 90. 

| am uncertain whether these three 
instances were the first Pioneer UAV 
launches from amphibious vessels, 
but they were definitely before 26 Apr 
93. Bravo Zulu to VC-6 for incorpora- 
tiong Pioneers on the amphibs to keep 


a UAV capability afloat with the retire- 
ment of the battleships. UAVs did con- 
tribute significantly during the Gulf 
War. 1st RPV Company logged 232 
flight hours during Desert Storm. 


Maj. R. M. Rayfield 

Aviation Doctrine Branch C423 
Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command 

2042 Broadway Street, Suite 205 
Quantico, VA 22134-5021 


Correction 


Jul-Aug 93, “Year in Review,”, p. 17 - Un- 
der 22 Oct: 

Space shuttle Columbia crew member 
Capt. Michael Baker is a Naval Aviator and 
was pilot of the 10-day mission. 


Reunions, Conferences, etc. 


Navy V-12 (USN/USMC) reunion, NOV 3-7, 
Norfolk, VA. POC: Capt. Bob Jones, USN (Ret.), 
7623 Huntmaster Ln., McLean, VA 22102, 703- 
734-8510. 


Tarawa (CV/CVA/CVS 40) reunion, NOV 4-7, 
Ocala, FL. POC: Joe DeNeve, 705 Forrest Dr., 
Bartow, FL 33830, 704-322-5445. 

VMFA-312 50th Year reunion, NOV 5-7, Hil- 
ton Head Island, SC. POC: Julie Damm, VMFA- 
312, POB 66122, MCAS Beaufort, SC 
29904-6122, 803-522-4454. 


The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Run & 
Walk with Friends, NOV 7, 0900, Washington, 
DC. POC: Gerard Stegmaier, 2030 Clarendon 
Bivd., Suite 412, Arlington, VA 22201, 703-525- 
1107. This year's walk & run salutes women Viet- 
nam vets and honors the dedication of the 
Vietnam Womens Memorial. It is recommended 
that individual walkers set a sponsorship goal of 
$100. Funds raised from the walk-a-thon will go 
to the Friends of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, 
a nonprofit, nonpolitical organization dedicated to 
ensuring that its historical significance is not lost 
to future generations. 
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changed to AFX 
CT-39G, last PacFit to 
USMC from VRC-30 . . 


Naval Aviation News November December 1993 


EP-3J, trains Kennedy 
battle group 

ES-3A, first to 
operational squadron... Jan-Feb .... 

FA-18, Hornet E/F Jan-Feb .... 

FA-18, Laser Target 
Designator/Rangers . . 

F-14, “Bombcat” 

F-14, digital flight 
controls 

Harrier II Plus, 
first flight 

HARV, Navy flies for 
NASA 

HH-IN, lastretires .... 


Sep-Oct 
Jan-Feb .... 


. Jan-Feb .... 
Jan-Feb .... 


May-Jun.... 
Nov-Dec 





navigation system, 


Pioneer UAV, 1st launch 
from amphib ship .. . . 
correction 
procurement, FY94.... 
P-3C, counter-drug 
upgrade tests Mar-Apr 
P-3C update IV, 


Jan-Feb .... 


Rafale, tests 


at Lakehurst Jul-Aug .... 


RP-3D, new 

“Arctic Fox” Mar-Apr 
SH-2G, to reserves ... . Mar-Apr 
SH-60B, SAR 

capability May-Jun 
SH-60B Block |, first... Mar-Apr 
SH-60B, lands aboard 

George Phillip (FFG 12) Mar-Apr 
T-34B, last Nov-Dec 


T-45A, fires rockets... . Jan-Feb.... 


UP-3B, new designation . Mar-Apr 
V-22, development 


contract Jan-Feb .... 


Aircraft Technology Lab, 
ground breaking 
Air Force-Navy joint training 


At the Merge and Beyond: 
Fighting and Working Together 


Mar-Apr... . 
May-Jun .... 


Aerospace Medicine 


Technician of Year... .Mar-Apr... . 


Aviation Safety Citation, 


ComNavAirResFor .. . . Jul-Aug .... 


Aviation Support Equiupment 


Technician of Year... .Nov-Dec ... 
Battle E, ComNavAirPac . . Jul-Aug .... 


Bronze Hammer 


Self-Help, CNO Mar-Apr... . 


Collins, Winifred Quick, 
Enlisted 


Woman Officer Nov-Dec ... 
Conway,E.F......... Mar-Apr... . 
Davison,F.T......... Jan-Feb... . 
Energy Conversation... .Nov-Dec ... 


Environmental Quality, 
1992 SecNav 
1993 SecNav 

Flatley, ADM 

Golden Anchor, 
Atlantic Fleet 


Goldthwaite, VADMR. . . . Jul-Aug . . . . 
Grampaw Pettibone ... . Jul-Aug . . 


Grampaw Pettibone Trophy, 
permanent display in 
Pensacola 

Gray Eagle 


Hammann, ENSC.H..... May-Jun . 
Isbell, CAPTAJ....... Jan-Feb.... 
Lemmon, CAPTV. ..... Jul-Aug .... 


Jan-Feb.... 

Neal, AVCMD.M....... Jul-Aug .... 
Outstanding Achievement 
for Helio Aviation, ANA . . Jan-Feb... . 
Personnel Property 


36 


Excellence Jul-Aug . 
Pride, ADMA.M. ..... . Jul-Aug . 
Rescue Aircrew of Year . .Nov-Dec ... 


Safety Ashore 


Shore Sailor of 1993 ... . Jul-Aug... . 
Skurla,G.M.......... Sep-Oct. ... 


S-3 Electronic Warfare 
Excellence 
Towers, ADMJ.H. ..... 
Battle groups, permanent, 
in place 
Bini, ENS Raquel, first female 


pilot in combat P-3C ....Sep-Oct.... 


Blue Angels, 
1993 schedule 
Book reviews 
Admiral John H. Towers: 
The Struggle for 


aus ACs in Somalia 
oe CVW-15 punishes 


Iraqi violations 
Lexington retires in 
Corpus Christi 
museum 
Okinawa, 
decommissioned 
Ranger, 
decommissioned 


Operations Provide Hope/ 
Southern Watch . . . . Mar-Apr 

Theodore Roosevelt, 

Bosnia 

Operation Deny Flight . . Jul-Aug 

SPMAGTF Mar-Apr 

completes Med cruise .. Nov-Dec .... 
Saratoga, completes 


Naval Air Supremacy. . . Jan-Feb... . 


Aviation: A History 
Through Art 
Case Studies in the 
Development of Close 
Air Support 
Fighter Country: The 
F-14 Tomcats of 
NAS Oceana 
Guide to 475 
Aircraft Museums .. . . Sep-Oct 


Magnificant Mitscher, The . Jan-Feb se: 


Naval Institute Guide to the 
Ships and Aircraft of the U.S. 


Fleet, Fifteenth Edition . Nov-Dec .... 


One Hundred Days: The 

Memoirs of the Falklands 

Battle Group Commander Sep-Oct 
Price of Honor: 

The World War One 

Letters of Naval Aviator 


Kenneth MacLeish, The . Jan-Feb .... 


Sea Harrier Over the Falklands: 

A Maverick at War . . . . Sep-Oct 
Wings for the Navy: 

A History of the 


Naval Aircraft Factory . . Jan-Feb .... 


Burgess, LCDR R.., transfers . Jul-Aug 


C-K 
Carriers 


America, Mec cruise... . Nov-Dec .... 
Belleau Wood, to Japan... Jan-Feb .... 


Constellation, 


completes SLEP May-Jun .... 


Constellation, 
new home port 


Coral Sea, dismantling .. Sep-Oct .... 


Enterprise, to 

Atlantic Fleet Jan-Feb 
Essex, LHD-2 

commissioned 


Forrestal, decommissioned Nov-Dec . . , 
Nov-Dec .... 


lwo Jima, 

decommissioned Sep-Oct 
John F. Kennedy, 

overhaul 


SOthanniv......... Nov-Dec ... 


Kearsarge, sea trials. . . . Jul-Aug 
Kitty Hawk, 


Tripoli, Somalia 
Caruso, Hank, sketchbook 
High Ener-G, High-Alpha, 
The Spirit of the U.S. Naval 
Test Pilot School .... Sep-Oct .... 
No More Races for 
the Hot Rod: A Tribute to 
the A-4 Skyhawk .... Jan-Feb .... 
Disaster relief, 
see Operations 
Disestablish? 
So You Are Goingto ... May-Jun.... 
Endeavour, Flight 
Jan-Feb .... 
Enlisted Aviation Series 
Aerographer's Mate... . May-Jun.... 
Aviation Antisubmarine 
Warfare Operator .... Sep-Oct .... 
Aviation Boatswain's 
Jan-Feb .... 
Aviation Ordnanceman .. Jul-Aug .... 
Aviation Structural 
Mechanic Mar-Apr .... 
Photographer's Mate ... Nov-Dec.... 
Fleet Aviators Can 
Shoot for the Stars .... May-Jun.... 
Foulks, LTJG R.E., Jr., 
remains from Vietnam .. Mar-Apr 
Grampaw Pettibone, 
50 years 
correction Jan-Feb .... 
High Alpha Research 
Vehicle (HARV), Navy 
flies for NASA 
Hire, LCDR Kathryn P., 
first woman to 
combat squadron 


Light Airborne Multi-Purpose 
System Contract 
Logistics, Med 
air, restructured 
Marine Aircraft Group 32, 
deactivated 
Meeks, J.R., 
50 Years of 
Weather Watching .... May-Jun.... 
Missiles 
Phoenix, last delivered .. Jan-Feb .... 
Mixson, RADM R.D., N-88 
ANA ’'93 Symposium ... Sep-Oct 
Argument for 12 
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Aircraft Carriers, The . . 
Downsizing 
Modern-day Safety and 
the Naval Aviator .... 
Next 20 Years, The... . 
On Glide Slope, On 
Glide Path 
Museums 


Lexington, mission .... Nov-Dec.... 


MCAS El Toro Command 


Museum, mission .... Sep-Oct .... 


National Museum of Naval 


Aviation, 30th anniv. .. Sep-Oct .... 


underwater recovery 
Sep-Oct 
Naval Aircraft series 
Amphibian Scouts, The, 


Naval air stations 
Adak, caretaker status . . . 
Chase Field, 
disestablished 
closures 


Cubi Point, 
disestablished 


O’Club Plaque Bar . 
Oceana, 50th anniv. . . . . Nov-Dec 
Naval Aviation Cadet 
program shelved 
Naval Aviation in WW II series 


Combat Artin WWII... .May-Jun.... 
Fighter Tactics in WW Il . . Jul-Aug .... 


Fleet Carrier Combat 
Operations, 1943 to 


Guadalcanal: Trial by 
Fire, Part 1 
Guadalcanal: Trial by 
Fire, Part 2 
correction 
Solomon Islands 
Campaign - The Isolation 
of Rabaul 
Naval Space Command... . 
Naval Weapons Evaluation 
Facility, flying ops 
shut down 
Noziglia, CDR R.E., 
Desert Storm 
OP-05 change to N88 
Operations 
Deny Flight 
Desert Calm 
disaster relief 
Maritime Monitor 
Provide Hope, Marine 
helos over Somalia . . . . Mar-Apr 


Provide Promise, Bosnia. .Jan-Feb... . 


Restore Hope, 
Somalia 
Restore Hope, Tripoli... . 


Torch, WW II 
Ordnance, aviation, 


course formed 
Photo contest, ANA 
bimonthly winners 


1992 winners 
Photographer's Mates, 
get wings 
Research & Development 
radar IFF system 
Reserves 
EW aggressor role 
integration with 
active Navy 
Review, 1992 


Safety 
1992 mishap rate Mar-Apr 


USMC standdown Nov-Dec .... 


Sailors of the 
Year, 1993 


Silverio, CDR S.R., retires . . Jul-Aug . 


Somalia 
Kitty Hawk air 


traffic controllers Mar-Apr... . 


Marine helos over Mar-Apr 


Tripoli Mar-Apr... . 


May-Jun 
3rd MAW units return . . . Jul-Aug 
Soviet (former) Thoughts 


on Carriers May-Jun ... 


Space 
Fleet Aviators Can 
Shoot for the Stars . . . . May-Jun 
Flight of the 


Endeavour Jan-Feb... . 


Naval Space Command . . May-Jun 
Special Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force, tests new 


naval strategy Mar-Apr... . 


Squadrons 
disestablishment, preserving 
May-Jun 
HC-16, dets in Atlantic . . . May-Jun 
H & HS-18, 
redesignated Jul-Aug 
H & HS-17, deactivated . . May-Jun 
H & HS-28, redesignated . Sep-Oct 
HMS, active and 
reserve team up Jul-Aug 
HMH-772 Det A, 
becomes HMH-769 .. . May-Jun 
HMH-772 Det B, 
deactivated May-Jun 
HML-776, 
Mount Pinatubo May-Jun 
HMM-165, Cambodia 
: Jul-Aug 
HS-9, disestablished . . . . Jul-Aug 
HS-85, new home May-Jun 
HSL-30, disestablished . . Sep-Oct 


HSL-35, disestablished . . Jan-Feb... . 


HSL-43, first 

Block | SH-60B Mar-Apr 
Lost Boys, from 

HC-1 to HSL-51 May-Jun 
MALS-32, deactivated . . . Jul-Aug 


MWSS-173, deactivated .. May-Jun .... 
VA-65, disestablished . . . May-Jun .... 


VA-75, 50th anniv 


VA-155, disestablished . . 


VAQ-33, EP-3J trains 


Kennedy battle group . . 


VAW-114, Somalia 


VC-10, disestablished . . . 
VF-1, disestablished . . . . 
VF-33, disestablished .. . 


VF-114, disestablished 
VFA-137, new home 
VFa-195, 50th anniv. 
VMA(AW)-224, 
redesignated 
VMFA-323, 50th anniv. 
VMFA(AW)-533, 


VMO-1, deactivated ... 
VMO-2, deactivated ... 
VPs, consolidate 
VP-6, disestablished .. . 
VP-9, new home 
VP-30, merges with VP-31 
VP-47, new home 
VQ-4, move to 
Tinker AFB, OK 
VR-22, disestablished 
VR-24, disestablished 
VS-35, gets S-3B 
VX-4/5, become VX-9. . . 
SURVIAC, mission 
TACAMO mission, 
25th anniv 
Tactical/Environmental 
Decision Aids for Naval 
Strike Warfare 
Tomcats to Bombcats .. . 
Torch, Operation 
Training 
Air Force-Navy 


Harrier, expands 

joint service 

JPATS, competition. . . . 

Wings 

PH specialty mark... . 

Atlantic functional, 
disestablished 

HSLWINGPAC, 
established 

MATVAQWINGPAC, 


PATWING-2, 
disestablished 

SEACONTROLWINGPAC, 
established 

STRIKEFIGHTWINGPAC, 
becomes type wing . . . 

Women 
combat aircraft 


May-Jun 


. Nov-Dec ... 


Jan-Feb... . 
. Sep-Oct 
. Jul-Aug 


Jul-Aug 


May-Jun .... 
Jan-Feb .... 
Nov-Dec.... 


Sep-Oct 


May-Jun 


. May-Jun.... 
. Mar-Apr 


Mar-Apr 
Nov-Dec 
Jul-Aug 


Sep-Oct .... 


Mar-Apr... . 
Jan-Feb .... 
Mar-Apr .... 


Mar-Apr .... 
May-Jun .... 


Jul-Aug 
May-Jun 
Sep-Oct 


Sep-Oct 


Jul-Aug 


first combat aviator completes 


day/night CQs 
first pilot in 
combat P-3C 
Navy expands 
assignments 
reservist ordered to 
combat squadron... . 
Workman, LT Shannon, 
first woman combat 
aviator to complete 
day/night CQs 
WW Ii series (see Naval 
Aviation in WW II series) 





